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Deena Sheppard-Johnson

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Remedial Enforcement Support Section
77 West Jackson Blvd.

Chicago, IL 60604

RE: Chemical Recovery Systems Site, Elyria, Ohio

Dear Ms. Sheppard-Johnson:

On November 13, 2003, Beazer East, Inc. received a Request for Information (“Request”) addressed
to “Beazer East, Inc. F/K/A Parr, Inc./Koppers & Co. Inc.” from the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (“U.S. EPA”) regarding the Chemical Recovery Systems Site in Elyria, Ohio
(“Site” or “CRS Site”). Pursuant to my correspondence to Tom Nash, Esquire on November 20,
2003, an extension of time to submit a response until December 23, 2003 was memorialized.

As a preliminary matter, it should be noted that U.S. EPA’s Request was improperly directed to
“Beazer East, Inc. F/K/A Parr, Inc./Koppers & Co. Inc.” It is our understanding that the United States
believes that materials from one or more facilities owned by Parr, Inc. may have been transported to
the CRS Site during its years of operation. For your information, Parr, Inc. was the former wholly-
owned subsidiary of Koppers Company, Inc. (now known as Beazer East, Inc.), and after a number
of name changes, dispositions and corporate reorganizations, ultimately became Beazer Subsidiary
XVIII, Inc. in or around 1991. Accordingly, Beazer Subsidiary X VIII, Inc. is the proper respondent to
this Request, and is providing the following responses based upon information that is presently
available to it after a reasonable investigation and inquiry.

General Objections

Respondent objects to the Request, including without limitation the instructions and definitions, on
the grounds that the Request is overly broad, burdensome, duplicative, vague, calls for information
not relevant to the above captioned Site, and calls for information beyond the scope of what is
authorized under 42 U.S.C. §9604(e). Furthermore, Respondent objects to the Request to the extent
it is leading, assumes extrinsic facts, and/or calls for or makes legal conclusions. Respondent further
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objects to the Request to the extent that it seeks information that may be protected from disclosure as
confidential and/or proprietary business information, attorney work product, attorney-client
communication or other applicable privilege.

Without waiving, limiting, or otherwise prejudicing the foregoing objections, and while reserving all
rights and defenses that it may have with respect to this matter, Respondent provides this response to
the Request. The foregoing objections are incorporated into each of the responses below, as if fully
set forth therein. ’

v Responses
L. Identify all persons consulted in the preparation of the answers to these questions.

Persons consulted in connection with responding to this Request for Information
include Three Rivers Management, Inc.’s Law Department and outside counsel.

2. Identify all documents consulted, examined, or referred to in the preparation-of the
answers to these questions and provide copies of all such documents. :

To respond to this Request, a search and investigation of business records retained
in a document repository of Respondent’s parent corporation, Beazer East, Inc. was
conducted. Records held in such repository include purchasing and accounting
records, invoices, real estate documents and other business records. After
reasonable investigation and inquiry, no documentation relevant to the CRS Site
was found. Two documents are being produced in response to Request No. 7,
indicating that two shipments of material may have been transported from Parr,
Inc.’s Syracuse Avenue facility in Cleveland, Ohio to Chemical Recovery Systems-
Michigan located at 36345 Van Born Road, Romulus, Michigan. In addition,
Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws of Respondent will be made available for
review upon request in response to Request No. 12(a).

3. If you have reason to believe that there may be persons able to provide a more detailed or
complete response to any question or who may be able to provide additional responsive
documents, identify such persons.

Prior to December of 1977, Parr, Inc. was owned by wholly separate and unrelated
entities, including an entity now known as ECH, Inc. In December of 1977, the
assets of Parr, Inc. were acquired by a wholly-owned subsidiary of Koppers
Company, Inc. and, subsequently, this wholly-owned subsidiary changed its name to
Parr, Inc. Representatives of these predecessors may be able to provide additional
information responsive to U.S. EPA’s questions, but their whereabouts are
unknown to Respondent.
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List the EPA Identification Numbers of the Respondent.

Respondent is not an operating corporation and, as such, does not have a current
EPA LD. Number. Parr, Inc. owned two facilities in Ohio during portions of the
relevant timeframe. The EPA 1.D. Number for the former Parr, Inc. facility located
on Syracuse Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio was OH0004179180. Parr, Inc. also
operated a facility located on Denison Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio. At some point in
time, the Dennison Avenue facility had an EPA L.D. Number of OH060431947,
although it is unclear whether this number was issued during the timeframe that the
CRS Site was in operation.

Identify the acts or omissions of any person, other than your employees, contractors, or
agents that may have caused the release or threat of release of hazardous substances,
pollutants or contaminants and damages resulting therefrom at the CRS Site.

After reasonable investigation and inquiry, Respondent is not aware of any acts or
omissions described in Request No. 5.

Identify all persons, including Respondent’s employees, who have knowledge or
information about generation, use, treatment, storage, disposal, or other handling of
material at or transportation of materials to the Site (operating as Obitts Chemical
Company or Chemical Recovery Systems, Inc. at 142 Locust Street, Elyria, Ohio).

Respohden’t is not aware of any persons who have knowledge or information
regarding the subjects identified in Request No. 6.

Describe all arrangements that Respondent may have or may have had with each of the
following companies and persons:

Obitts Chemical Company
Russell Obitts
Chemical Recovery Systems, Inc.
Peter Shagena
James Freeman
James “Jim” Jackson
Donald Matthews
Bob Spears
Bill Bromley
Carol Oliver
Nolwood Chemical Company, Inc.
Art McWood
. Chuck Nolton
Michigan Recovery Systems, Inc.
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0. Chemical Recovery Systems of Michigan

With the following exception, Respondent is not aware of any arrangements that
Parr, Inc. had or may have had with the companies or persons listed in Request
No. 7.
4

Waste Manifests identified during the investigation indicate that the Parr, Inc.
facility located on Syracuse Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio sent certain materials to a
Chemical Recovery Systems facility located at 36345 Van Born Road, Romulus;
Michigan on September 29, 1981 and October 9, 1981. Copies of these documents
are attached to this Response as Documents 0001-0002.

Set forth the dates during which the Respondent engaged in any of the following
activities: ' '

a) generation of hazardous materials which were sent to the CRS Site;
b) . transportation of any material to the CRS Site.

After reasonable investigation and inquiry, Respondent is not aware of any

information regarding the generation or transportation of hazardous materials to
the CRS Site.

Identify all persons, including yourself, who may have arranged for disposal or treatment,
or arranged for transportation for disposal or treatment, of materials, including, but not
limited to, hazardous substances, at the CRS Site. In addition, identify the following:

a) The persons with whom you or such other persons made such arrangements;

b) Every date on which such arrangements took place;

c) For each transaction, the nature of the material or hazardous substance,
including the chemical content, characteristics, physical state (e.g. solid,
liquid), and the process for which the substance was used or the process
which generated the substance; , _

d) The owner of the materials or hazardous substances so accepted or
transported;

e) The quantity of the materials of hazardous substances involved (weight or
volume) in each transaction and the total quantity for all transactions;

f) All tests, analyses, and analytical results concerning the materials;

g) The persons(s) who selected the CRS Site as the place to which the
materials or hazardous substances were to be transported;

h) The amount paid in connection with each transaction, the method of
payment, and the identity of the person from whom payment was received,

1) Where the person. identified in g., above, intended to have such hazardous
substances or materials transported and all evidence of this intent;
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k)

)

Whether the materials or hazardous substances involved in each transaction
were transshipped through, or were stored or held at, any intermediate site
prior to final treatment or disposal;

What was actually done to the materials or hazardous substances once they
were brought to the CRS Site;

The final disposition of each of the materials or hazardous substances
involved in such transactions;

m) The measures taken by you to determine the actual methods, means, and site

n)

0)

p)

q)

of treatment or disposal of the material and hazardous substance involved in
each transaction;

The type and number of containers in which the materials or hazardous
substances were contained when they were accepted for transport, and
subsequently until they were deposited at the CRS Site, and all markings on
such containers;

The price paid for (i) tranport, (ii) disposal, or (iii) both of each material and
hazardous substance;

All documents containing information fesponsive to a-o above, or in lieu of
identification of all relevant documents, provide copies of all such
documents;

All persons with knowledge, information, documents responsive to a-p
above.

After reasonable investigation and inquiry, Respondent is not aware of any
information regarding possible transactions with the CRS Site as set forth
in Request No. 9.

10.  Identify all liability insurance policies held by Respondent from 1960 to the present. In

identifying such policies, state the name and address of each insurer and of the insured,

- the amount of coverage under each policy, the commencement and expiration dates for

each policy, whether or not the policy contains a “pollution exclusion” clause, and

whether the policy covers or excludes sudden, nonsudden, or both types of accidents. In

lieu of providing this information, you may submit complete copies of all relevant
insurance policies.

For certain years, Respondent was covered by insurance policies issued to its parent,
Beazer East, Inc. Litigation pertaining to whether those policies provided coveérage
for environmental sites has been settled. Therefore, there are ho insurance policies
available to satisfy this claim.
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11.  Provide copies of all income tax returns, including all supporting schedules, sent to the
Federal Internal Revenue Service in the last five years.

Respondent is not an operating corporation and as such has not prepared any
independent income tax returns during the last five years.

12. If Respondent is a Corporation, respond to the following requests:

a)

b)

c)

d)

a)

b)

d)

Provide a copy of the Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws of the
Respondent;

Provide Respondent’s financial statements for the past five fiscal years,
including but not limited to, those filed with the Internal Revenue Service
and Securities and Exchange Commission;

Identify all of Respondent’s current assets and liabilities and the person(s)
who currently own or is responsible for such assets and liabilities;

Identify the Parent Corporation and all Subsidiaries of the Respondent.

The Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws of Respondent will be made
available for review upon request at the offices of the undersigned.

With respect to information requested in 12(b), Respondent is an
inactive corporation, and does not prepare its own independent
financial statements or similar information.

With respect to information requested in 12(c), as noted above,
Respondent is an inactive corporation, and does not prepare its own
independent balance sheet or similar financial documentation.

Respondent is the wholly-owned sﬁbsidiary of Beazer East, Inc., ¢/o .
Three Rivers Management, Inc., One Oxford Centre, Suite 3000,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. There are no subsidiaries of Respondent.

13.  If Respondent is a Partnership, respond to the following Requests:

a)
b)

Provide copies of the Partnership Agreement;

Provide Respondent’s financial statements for the past five fiscal years,
including but not limited to, those filed with the Internal Revenue Service
and Securities and Exchange Commission;

Identify all of Respondent’s current assets and liabilities and the person(s)
who currently own or is responsible for such assets and liabilities;
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d) Identify all Subsidiaries of the Respondent.

Respondent is not a Partnership, and therefore no response to Request No.
13 is required.

14.  If Respondent is a Trust, respond to the following requests:

a) Provide all relevant agreements and documents to support this claim;

b) Provide Respondent’s financial statements for the past five fiscal years,
including but not limited to, those filed with the Internal Revenue Service
and Securities and Exchange Commission;

c) Identify all of Respondent’s current assets and liabilities and the person(s)
who currently own or is responsible for such assets and liabilities.

Respondent is not a Trust, and therefore no response to Request No. 14 is
required.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me at the
telephone number listed above.

Lindsay P. Howard
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1. Use the 'Print' feature from your browser to send this page to your laser or inkjet printer. .
2. Fold the printed page along the horizontal line.
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in additional billing charges, along with the cancellation of your FedEx account number.
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Use of this system constitutes your agreement to the service conditions in the current FedEx Service Guide, available on fedex.com. FedEx will not be responsibie for any
claim in excess of $100 per package, whether the result of loss, damage, delay, non- dellvery, misdelivery, or misinformation, unless you declare a higher vailie; pay.an
additional charge, document your actual loss and file a tlmely claim. Limitations found in the current FedEx Service Guide apply. Your right to recover from FedEx for any
loss, including intrinsic value of the package, loss of sales, income interest, profit, attorney's fees, costs, and other forms of damage whether direct, incidental,
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